is charting a new course together

I

n the time before Google Maps and onboard navigation
systems, people still managed to get around. Some brave
ancestors even explored uncharted land and sea with only

a few simple tools and math.The skills they acquired and passed
down through the generations are known as Way finding. We, as
a church family, now find ourselves in uncertain waters. Much
has changed in the last few years, both inside and outside our
walls. But being in uncharted territory isn’t the same as being
lost. God guided the Israelites through their time of wilderness
into the Promised Land. And God is present with us, calling us
to draw upon the wisdom of our past, to set a course for new
horizons and to band together as a people to support the work of
the Spirit in transforming our community and world.
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Deer Park United Methodist

Forming Our Youngest Disciples
Children’s Ministries have been growing since we divided Sunday school into
preschool, K-3rd and 4th. Thanks to age-appropriate learning and new
small group leaders, our youngsters are excited to come to Sunday school
and more and more are joining us in worship. During the Children’s
Message on Sundays, we see the faces of 20-30 eager participants.
By hosting Family Movie Nights, Deer Park UMC has the chance to
welcome the whole community and provide a first step for some to
feel comfortable attending worship regularly. Other family friendly
events are bridging families to the church including the Fat Tuesday
Pancake Supper, Easter Eggstravaganza, VBS, Arts Camp, and the
Pumpkin Patch/Movie in the Patch.
During 2017, Vacation Bible School and Arts Camp helped children to
encounter God through songs, stories, crafts and food. We engaged kids
through the arts by providing a music time once a week through the CrossOver
After-School Program.
Children will continue to be a focus of our ministries in 2018. Confirmation classes have
already begun, and we are in the first stages of a new literacy partnership with Dabbs Elementary.
Your gifts make it possible for all these young ones to encounter Christ and grow as disciples.

“A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others
will be refreshed.” – Prov 11:25

Ministry Beyond the Walls
When you serve others, you grow more like Jesus, so Mission and
Outreach continue to be a core part of DPUMC. Supporting students
and teachers at Carpenter Elementary is a powerful way we’ve engaged
with our neighbors. This year, we also packed over 150 manna bags
to bless those staying on the streets, and collected school supplies
and coats for area families in need. At Christmas, we hosted our
annual party for families touched by the Methodist Children’s home
and packed Seafarer boxes for the port.
Hurricane Harvey, the largest housing disaster in American history,
gave us ample opportunity to serve. We packed nearly 300 flood
buckets and distributed another 150 from other sources. We sent teams
to help locally and in Houston, and we contributed money to the Texas
Annual Conference’s Harvey Relief Fund to support the ongoing recovery of
the entire Houston/Beaumont area.
In addition, you helped us pay our full Apportionments to both the District and the
Conference, enabling ministries here at home and around the world.
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How Giving Becomes Ministry
The pie chart above represents all the ways your gifts are
translated into ministry. The largest share of most church
budgets is Operations. This encompasses all facility
needs including insurance and maintenance. The
rest of the budget covers all the expenses related to
DPUMC ministries and programs. To give you a
more accurate picture, staff salaries are broken up
by time spent working in each area. One unique
aspect of DPUMC is that much of our Missions
and Outreach is funded by direct giving or
fundraisers and therefore is not represented in
the general budget.

Total Budget for 2017
$623,864
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Administration
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2018 – AND BEYOND
Let’s be a “whatever it takes” kind of church this year as we focus on finding our way together. By
clarifying our unique vision, calling and purpose in Deer Park we will work to bring ministries
in alignment to have a more powerful impact on children, families and other lives in the months
ahead. You play an important part in funding that vision. Pledging is an important part of our
giving discipline.
Each financial decision is an investment in something or someone. The Bible has much to say
about wisdom and finances, with 2,300 verses that tell us to be generous and good stewards of our
resources. Jesus taught generosity and sacrifice; God holds each of us accountable for what we do
with all we have been given. Learning to offer our financial blessings back to God through our tithes
and offerings is an important step for every disciple. Through these gifts, we invest in God’s vision
and purpose and create an opportunity for God to work through us. Our gifts to God each week are
an act of worship and our offerings are vitally necessary to change lives.
Commitment Sunday on March 11 invites you to prayerfully ask God to guide your financial
decisions. By making a commitment to serve the Lord with your financial gifts, you are delighting
the heart of God in an act of true worship. What a great opportunity to express gratitude and praise
to God, who gave everything for each of us. Your commitment also allows our church to budget and
better plan for our ministries and mission outreach programs.

Ways to give
Once you have offered your pledge, there are several ways
to act on your commitment to God. You can give regularly
by cash or check in the envelopes provided in worship.
You can also give electronically by setting up recurring
payments through our website. If you would like to give
through an IRA disbursement or endowed funds, please
contact Susan Greer in the church office.
If your financial situation changes during the year, you
can always contact the office to adjust your giving.

2018 Budget:
$621,506

